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⦁ The novel by the American writer Francis Scott Fitzgerald
"The Great Gatsby" was published in April 1925 and is a
typical representative of the so-called "jazz era" in American
literature. The novel was started by Fitzgerald in New York in
1922. The first three chapters were written in a
Mediterranean mansion in Manhattan, where Francis and his
wife Zelda lived for two years. Many of the scenes in which
Gatsby's parties were described, the writer took from real life
— such events were regular in the life of the Fitzgerald
couple. In 1924, already living in Paris, the author completed
the work, but worked on it for some time, making corrections
and explanations — this was new for his early "momentary"
literature, but he could not do otherwise, feeling that he was
creating something more significant than before.



The cover design was entrusted to little-known artist Francis
Cugat. The cover of the first edition of The Great Gatsby is a
masterpiece in the history of American design. Fitzgerald was so
fascinated by her that, as he wrote to the publisher in a letter, he
"wrote" this cover into his book. It was completed before the
novel was written, and features Art Deco eyes hovering over the
lights of an amusement park. The depicted woman does not
have a nose, but has sensual lips, and a green tear flows from her
right eye.



In 1925, in Paris, the first publication took place.
Despite the high rating of the author and the
enthusiastic reviews of the book coming from
Fitzgerald's entourage, The Great Gatsby sold only
24,000 copies - a small figure even by the standards
of the twenties.



The action of the novel, the main plot line of which
is a love story with a detective and tragic
denouement, develops not far from New York, on the
"gold coast" of Long Island, among the villas of the
rich. In the 1920s, following the chaos of the First
World War, American society entered an
unprecedented period of prosperity: in the Roaring
Twenties, the US economy boomed.



At the same time, Prohibition made many bootleggers millionaires and gave a significant boost
to organized crime. Admiring the rich and their charms, Fitzgerald at the same time questions
the unrestrained materialism and moral crisis of America of that era.



The manuscript of the novel was sent to the Scribners
publishing house at the end of October 1923. His friend and
publisher Maxwell Perkins responded immediately by
telegraphing, "I THINK THE NOVEL IS FINE." Later, a
letter came from him with a detailed analysis of the
shortcomings and comments, and Fitzgerald continued to work
rewriting the novel.



By carefully studying their letters, one can find out a
number of curious nuances about the birth of the
Great Gatsby. For starters, the author has never been
willing to name his best novel exactly as we are
accustomed to. He had other options: "Around Trash
and Millionaires", "Gatsby the Golden Hat", "Frantic
Lover", "On the Road to West Egg", "The Wizard of
Gatsby". However, these options were rejected by him.



A week before publication, Fitzgerald chose the
title Trimalchio's Feast. This is a reference to the
history of Ancient Rome. A man named
Trimalchio Petronius was a freed slave. He
managed to achieve wealth, but he could not get
used to his new status and learn to behave
accordingly. Every day he devoted himself to the
fact that with deliberate luxury he rewarded
himself for past deprivations.



He then decided to call it The Great Gatsby, and at the
very last moment, deciding to associate the title with the
symbols of the American dream, the writer came up with
the name Under Red, Blue and White. However, it was
Perkins who insisted that the title of the book remain The
Great Gatsby.



Perkins in his letters reproached his friend for the
fact that the image of Gatsby came out vague.
This made the writer think. At some point, he
decided that Tom Buchanan should be the main
character. But in the end it didn't happen. In a
reply message, Fitzgerald admitted that his
"heart belongs to Gatsby." He said that he used
to think that he knew everything about this
person, then he doubted it himself, but he gained
faith in the hero again and presented him as
alive.



An interesting fact is that none of the readers saw the
original version of the novel and did not get
acquainted with the original image of Gatsby created
in it. Fitzgerald repeatedly rewrote his book. So in
one of the letters to Perkins, he reports that he finally
finalized the character, making him alive, told where
he got his money from (which was not mentioned
before), improved the beginning, broke up a long
dialogue in one of the chapters, corrected two others.
In general, in fact, he redid all the work again.



Today, the novel The Great Gatsby remains one of  the pinnacles not only of  
Fitzgerald's work, but of  all American literature of  the 20th century.


